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Dorce Lussi and Welmince Ratu explaining various aspects of ikat binding and weaving 
 

The last five days have been very busy at the TRC, preparing and presenting a small 
exhibition about Indonesian ikats, helping with two workshops about the process of 
ikat dyeing and weaving, and a reception held in honour of the various events. The 
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reception was honoured by the presence of HE Wesaka Puja, the Indonesian 
Ambassador to The Netherlands. 
 
The various events were organised by Dekranasda NTT (Indonesia) led by Lusia 
Lebu Raya, the International Institute for Asian Studies (IIAS, Leiden), and the TRC 
Leiden. The whole process was made possible by the indefatigable work of Yetty van 
der Made – Haning (former IIAS Fellow), who organised, badgered, persuaded, and 
helped out with everything, from arranging visas and plane tickets, to lunches for the 
group. The TRC played the role of host venue to the exhibition, workshops and 
reception. 
 
Mrs. Sariat Tole working with natural dyes 
 
The workshops were attended by 
twelve (different) people each day and 
a demonstration of the whole process of 
ikat making, literally from spinning the 
cotton threads, to preparing and using 
the natural dyes, the binding, weaving 
and ultimately the wearing of the 
finished products. The three 
craftswomen involved, Mrs. Sariat Tole 
(dyer and weaver), Mrs. Dorce Lussi 
(weaver) and Mrs. Welmince Lulu Ratu 
(weaver) explained, demonstrated and 
taught (with extreme patience and good 
humour) the various aspects, making the whole, complicated and time consuming 
process much clearer. Participants of the workshops were encouraged to try 
everything, which was not only great fun, but it led to a far deeper appreciation of 
what it means to make and use ikat. Some of the pieces literally take several years to 
make. There was also an explanation of what the various designs and motifs meant, 
notably a dowry cloth, with the joining of two families and hopes for a pure and 
fruitful future.  

 
The TRC reciprocated this part of their visit by having two workshops of its own. 
Firstly on ikat textiles from around the world. These included items from Ecuador, 
France, Syria, Uzbekistan, Tajikistan, India and Japan. The group was particularly 
fascinated and inspired by the Ecuadorian and Indian pieces. The first because of the 
beautiful fringes worked at the ends of the ikat shawls, and the Indian pieces because 
of their use of ikat dyed threads in both the warp and the weft. Is this the start of a 
new tradition in Indonesia?  
 
The second workshop was about Dutch regional dress: After all, many Western 
scholars go to Indonesia to study regional dress there, why not Indonesian scholars 
and craftspeople coming to Leiden to look at traditional Dutch dress? The concepts 
behind the various forms of Dutch lace caps, with their meanings of 
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married/unmarried, Catholic/Protestant, daily/Sunday, mourning, social status etc, 
were easy to place within the complex social forms of Indonesia. 
 

 
 

A view of part of the exhibition with various Indonesian wedding outfits. 
 
In addition to the workshops there was also 
a small exhibition in the TRC Gallery, 
depicting six couples in very different, 
traditional ikat garments and accessories 
suitable for weddings and official occasions. 
There was also a series of older and modern 
ikat textiles in the TRC workroom. The 
range of patterns, colours, intricacies of 
weaving, and the levels of dyeing and 
weaving skills in general that were on 
display was simply stunning. 
 
Mrs. Lusia Lebu Raya and HE Wesaka Puja at 
the reception 
 
The reception on the second day started at 
16.00 with the arrival of the Indonesian 
Ambassador, HE Wesaka Puja. Despite a 
very busy schedule he kindly came to the 
TRC to meet the group and talk with guests at the reception. Participants of the 
workshops and reception included various nationalities, including American, 
Australian, British, Canadian, French, German, Indonesian, Portuguese, as well as 
Dutch, all of whom were joined by their love of textiles and Indonesian textiles in 
particular. 
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But it was not all about workshops and talks. There was also the chance to purchase 
various of the textiles the craftswomen had brought with them, and a brisk business 
was conducted. The TRC has bought several pieces for its collection, including one 
piece made by each of the craftswomen. In addition, the group very kindly left the 
spinning, dyeing and weaving equipment for the TRC, including a range of natural 
dyes, mordants and dyed cotton thread. These items form the basis for a research 
collection of Indonesian textiles at the TRC. 
 

 
 

Looking at and explaining various motifs on a group of ikat textiles 
 
Which brings us to one of the reasons why the Dekranasda NTT group came to 
Leiden. They wish to set up an ikat textile museum, research centre, and education 
centre in Kupang, where all these skills can be actively stored and passed on to the 
next generation, while inspiring and encouraging the current generation of dyers and 
weavers. The organisation and role of the TRC were explained and there were 
questions about how we can work together in the future. One of the ideas is to 
research and write a book together on Indonesian embroidery, a nearly ‘forgotten’ 
aspect of the extremely rich Indonesian textile traditions. So instead of an ikat 
museum in Kupang, we may see The Indonesian Textile Museum, where this important 
aspect of Indonesian cultural heritage will be preserved and presented to the world. 
 
The TRC, Leiden, would like to thank all of those involved in creating, running and 
participating in this extraordinary event. It was an eye-opener to the world of ikat 
and we look forward to working again with Dekranasda NTT (Indonesia), and 
indeed everyone else involved in the last few days, in the future. 
 
 
Dr. Gillian Vogelsang-Eastwood 
Director, TRC Leiden 
3rd June 2016 


